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CLAIRE MAWER 
YEAR OF CALL: 2014 
 
 
Claire defends in all areas of criminal law and prison law, and is particularly experienced in 

representing young and vulnerable defendants, including those suffering with mental health 

difficulties and women who have experienced violence.  

 

Claire also appears in the coroner’s court.  

 

Through her work with women domestic violence victims who have been convicted of murder, 

having fought back against a violent partner, Claire has built experience of appellate work.  

 

Claire is regarded as a tenacious advocate who fights hard for her clients.  

 

NOTABLE CASES 
 

Recent Cases 
 

R v M 2016, (Isleworth Crown Court): Defendant acquitted of breaching a Non-Molestation 

Order in the background of a long-standing and bitter sibling conflict. Claire successfully 

opposed an extensive bad character application by the Crown.  

 

R v S (a youth) 2016 (Lewes Crown Court): Claire secured a Youth Rehabilitation Order with 

an ISS requirement, following a guilty plea to charges of s18 GBH (potentially life threatening 

injury sustained) & possession of a bladed article. The defendant was sent for trial in the 

Crown Court after the youth court declined jurisdiction due to the severity of the charges.  

 

R v Corcoran & Corcoran 2016 (Wood Green Crown Court): Co-defending with John Waller of 

chambers (whose client was acquitted following a half-time submission). The defendant was 

unanimously acquitted following a 5day trial for one charge of affray, allegedly having involved 

the use of weapons and infliction of serious injury. Extensive CCTV footage served as unused 

material provided the foundation for the successful cross-examination of two witnesses for the 

Crown. 

 

R v Janet 2016 (St Albans Magistrates’ Court): Claire was briefed to represent the defendant in 

this summary trial as a result of her experience in working with vulnerable women. The 

defendant was charged with non-violent harassment in the context of hiring a private detective 

and fitting tracking device to the complainant husband’s car. Claire argued that the conduct 

was not unlawful and was pursued in accordance with the defendant’s duties under the Family 

Law Act 2006, as a petitioner seeking to establish sufficient cause to found a claim for divorce.  

The case was discontinued following receipt of these arguments.  

 

Dishonesty Offences 
 

R v KC 2014: Successfully ran duress in theft trial.  

 

R v D 2014: Client acquitted of multiple counts of theft by employee, following extensive legal 

argument resulting in the exclusion of covert surveillance footage taken of the employee’s 

place of work.  

 

R v AA 2014: Client sentenced to a conditional discharge following a conviction after trial for 

£9k fraud.  
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Drugs / Offensive Weapons 

 

R v MK 2015: No evidence offered following extensive non-defendant bad character 

application.  

 

R v MJ 2015: Offensive weapon charge dismissed at half-time following extensive legal 

argument concerning whether the Crown could establish the necessary mens rea.   

 

Violence  

 

R v WGBMM 2015: Crown forced to offer no evidence in case concerning multiple charges of 

assault PC, following a concerning display of police brutality.  

 

R v GK 2015: Elderly woman acquitted of two charges of assaulting her tenants.  

 

Young Defendants 

 

R v MJ 2015: Half-time acquittal in four-handed ABH trial before the Stratford Youth Court.  

 

R v FA 2015: Conditional discharge following plea to a s5 Public Order Offence and second 

related charge of simple possession dismissed after legal argument concerning the 

admissibility of COZART test.  

 

Vulnerable Defendants 

 

R v KL 2015: Successful defence of young man with severe depression charged with theft by 

finding.  

 

R v JAK 2014: Instructed as junior in case involving multiple charges of fraud against a woman 

who had been subjected to violence by her co-defendant (and former partner), where defence 

of duress was to be run.  

 

Public Order 

 

R v Yaxley Lennon 2014: Tommy Robinson, former EDL leader, fined following conviction 

after trial for public order offences (reported here).  

 

R v AD 2014: Conditional Discharge following plea to s4(1) Public Order offence in context of 

football related violence. Successfully resisted the making of a Football Banning Order.  

 

 
INQUEST LAW 
 

Claire has appeared in the coroner’s court, and is currently instructed to represent the family 

of a young man, suffering with schizophrenia, who died under the care of his community 

mental health team.  

 
 
PRO-BONO WORK 
 

Claire is a long standing member (since 2009) of Justice for Women (JfW): a feminist pro-

bono group advocating and campaigning on behalf of women who have experienced 

prejudicial treatment by the criminal justice system. In particular, JfW represents on appeal 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-30098320
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women who have received a conviction for murder, having killed following the experience of 

severe domestic and sexual violence.  

 

JfW has been established for over 20 years and was instructed in the seminal cases of R v 

Humphreys and R v Ahluwalia.  

 

Recently Claire was heavily involved in the case of R v Stacey Hyde (reported here). Justice for 

Women achieved the quashing of Ms Hyde’s murder conviction in the Court of Appeal in 

November 2014, and Ms Hyde was fully acquitted on the basis of self defence at a re-trial 

before Winchester Crown Court in the spring of 2015, where Claire assisted leading and junior 

counsel.  

 

Claire has appeared as a representative for JfW on national news (Channel 5 and Sky).  

 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 
 

2008 – 2010: Solace Women’s Aid, Paralegal. Case load involving protective injunctions and 

care proceedings.  

 

2010 – 2011: Prison Law Paralegal. Case load involving appearing as an advocate in parole 

board hearings and independent adjudications, and representing prisoners in prison 

treatment cases and security classification reviews.  

 

2012 – 2013: Birnberg Pierce & Partners, Assistant. Acted as an assistant to the senior 

immigration solicitor and criminal partner.  

 
 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 

Criminal Bar Association 
 
Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers 

 
QUALIFICATIONS & AWARDS 

 
Lincoln’s Inn, International Criminal Court Scholarship (unable to take up) 
 
Lincoln’s Inn, Lord Mansfield Scholar 
 
Commonwealth Scholarship, Cambridge University  

 
MA (Hons.) History (Cantab) 
 

 
 
 

http://www.theguardian.com/law/2015/jun/11/stacey-hyde-there-are-many-more-who-need-their-cases-re-examined

