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John defends in all areas of criminal law with an emphasis on cases relating to the commercial 
supply of drugs and fraudulent conduct.

Drugs

Cases undertaken include defending in large-scale importations acting on behalf of couriers, 
owners of transport companies and financiers. John has dealt with a wide variety of such cases 
and has considerable experience relating to issues of disclosure, satellite tracking, tachograph and 
telephonic evidence. Defences have involved argument as to the interception of communications, 
entrapment, duress and the conduct of participating informants. John has also defended in many 
cases relating to the production and cultivation of drugs and involving the supply of drugs to 
undercover police officers.

Duty Evasion

John has regularly been instructed to defend in the closely associated area of duty evasion and 
defended in the London City Bond case (duty evaded in excess of £40,000,000).

Fraud

John has defended in fraud cases including advance fee frauds, frauds relating to mortgages, 
cloned credit cards, car ringing, the London Stock Exchange and eBay.
John recently prosecuted the first “chip and pin” fraud on behalf of the Fraud Prosecution Service 
in which over 40 machines had been successfully adapted to record the user’s PIN numbers and 
their full bank details from which the cloned cards were created.

General Dishonesty

Cases undertaken have included conspiracies to rob, kidnap, and blackmail, false imprisonment 
and conspiracy to commit aggravated burglary.

Other areas of practice

John is instructed to defend in cases involving all aspects of violence and public disorder and in 
relation to the possession and use of firearms.
He has dealt with cases relating to death by dangerous driving, death in police custody and 
allegations of child cruelty.

In a recent case he was instructed as leading junior in a 9 day civil ASBO appeal to the Crown 
Court against the Chief Constable of Bedfordshire. John is instructed in relation to the Judicial 
Review proceedings that are likely to determine procedural issues in relation to the receiving of 
evidence and the conduct of ASBO proceedings.

Recent cases

R v M – Conspiracy to Supply Cocaine, Ecstasy and Cannabis and Section 18. Leading counsel.

R v AP – Section 18. Defendant alleged to have set fire to the beard of a fellow passenger while 
the victim slept on a train.

R v P – Conspiracy to supply cocaine and mobile phones to serving prisoners. Leading counsel.



R v D – Conspiracy to Cheat. £12 million excise duty evasion. Leading counsel.

R v B – Blackmail. Alleged against a solicitor and another.

R v P – and others Attempted murder, violent disorder acting for 15 year old, one of 20 defendants.

R v R – and others Theft and dishonest handling of speedboats.

J v Chief Constable of Bedfordshire – Judicial Review relating to civil stand alone ASBO.

R v G – Section 18. Defendant accused of setting fire to his wife while she slept in bed.

R v B – Arson. Defendant setting fire to his own car loaded with gas cylinders in a public car park.
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